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Ollantaytambo 

Ollantaytambo is located in Peru. 



 

The town of Ollantaytambo is located along the Patakancha River, close to the 
point where it joins the Urubamba River. The main settlement is located on 
the left margin of the Patakancha with a smaller compound called 
'Araqhama on the right margin. The main Inca ceremonial center is located 
beyond 'Araqhama on a hill called Cerro Bandolista. There are several Inca 
structures on the surroundings, what follows is a brief description of the 
main sites. 

 
 



Defense 

 Ollantaytambo is surrounded by mountains. The Incas built roads 
connecting the site with Machu Picchu to the west and Pisaq to the east. 
During the Spanish conquest of Peru, emperor Manco Inca fortified the 
eastern approaches to fend off Spanish attacks from Cusco. The first line 
of defense was a steep bank of terraces. Behind it, the Incas channeled 
the Urubamba to make it cross the valley from right to left and back thus 
forming two more lines. Past them, eleven high terraces closed the valley 
between the mountains and a deep canyon formed by the Urubamba. The 
only way to continue was through the gate of T'iyupunku, a thick 
defensive wall with two narrow doorways. To the west of Ollantaytambo, 
the small fort of Choquequillca defended the road to Machu Picchu. In 
case these fortifications being overrun, the Temple Hill itself with its high 
terraces provided a last line of defense against invaders. 



Storehouses 

    The Incas built several storehouses (Quechua: qollqa) out of fieldstones 
on the hills surrounding Ollantaytambo. Their location at high altitudes, 
where there is more wind and lower temperatures, defended their 
contents against decay. To enhance this effect, the Ollantaytambo qollqas 
feature ventilation systems. It is believed that they were used to store the 
production of the agricultural terraces built around the site. Grain would 
be poured in the windows on the uphill side of each building, then 
emptied out through the downhill side window. 



Quarries 

 The main quarries of Ollantaytambo were located at Kachiqhata. The site 
features three main quarrying areas, all of them provided blocks of rose 
rhyolite for the elaborate buildings of the Temple Hill. An elaborate 
network of roads, ramps, and slides connected them with the main 
building areas. In the quarries there are several, small stone towers used 
as burial sites in Pre-Hispanic times 



 The main settlement at Ollantaytambo has an orthogonal layout 
with four longitudinal streets crossed by seven parallel streets At 
the center, the Incas built a large plaza that may have been up to 
four blocks large; it was open to the east and surrounded by 
halls and other town blocks on its other three sides. Inca 
buildings to the north of the plaza were built out of 
unworked fieldstones while   those  to the  west and to  the south 
were made with cut and fitted stones. All blocks on the southern 
half of the town were built to the same design; each comprised 
two kancha, walled compounds with four one-room buildings 
around a central courtyard.  
 

It is a modern-day mystery how 
the Inca, who did not have iron 
tools or knowledge of the 
wheel, mined and transported 
stones and dressed and fitted 
them in remarkable structures.  


